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Lady Mary Mins’ 8 


Lady Mary Minx was clever, 
strong minded, and bad tempered, 
and she imagined she held her good- 
natured, vain old mother, the Coun- 
tees Dowager of Scilly, in compete 
subordination. When, therefore, 
one morning at breakfast the latter 
informed her that she had on the 
previous evening become engaged to 
the able young avivy, Mr. St. George 
Commgsby, her Jadyship was both 
surprised and indignant, and ex- 
pressed her ¢ inion of the Countess 
and? the Countess’s betrothed with 
great vigour and little equivocation, 
As long as the remarks were applied 
only to herself, the Countess hove 
them in her usual meek and 
submissive manner ; but when Lady 
Mary proceeded to denounce Mr. 
Coningsby in all the terms of her 
varied and powertul vocabulary, she 
suddenly became so exceedingly 
wroth, and used such — strong 
language, that her daughter found 
herself, to her amazement, com- 
pletely eclipsed. She then felt’ she 
had goue to far, and that it would 
be wise to withdraw her observations 
and express ber regret for them. 
This, she accordingly did, as soon 
as her mother’s eloquence allowed 
heran opportunity. But the efleet 
of her remarks wes not effaced, 
Henceforth the Countess bore her- 
self towards ber daughter with a 
coldness anda hauteur to which 
that young lady was not accustomed, 
and which she did not like. 

Liady Mary knew we!! the hand- 
some young actor to whom the 


hetore that event took place, she had 
admired him very much, and even 
liked him. But since his engage- 


|} a forgery by anything save his own } 


Countess had become engaged ; and, | 


ment she absolutely detested him. 
His presence was to her almost 
intolerable ; and when he came home 
as he now frequently did, to lunch 
at the dowager’s house, she usually 
found some excuse for being from 
home. Occasionally she had to meet 
him; and then she watched his 
our very closely, As far as 


mere bearing was concerned, she had 
toadmit to herself that he wasa 
pertect gentleman. He wae easy 
and polished in his manners, and 
there was about him a certain state- 
liness of mien which, though to an 
unfriendly critic like herself, might 
savour of the stage, sat weil on one 
of his noble and distinguished ap- 
pearance. But though in these re- 
aspects he was all that could be de- 
sired, every time Lady Mary saw 
him she distiked him more and more. 
To her keen eyes it was clear ne was 
insincere in his professed affection 
for the fond Dowager. Again und 
again she saw in the smile he cast 
uvon his betrothed something like 
a sheer She noticed—as everybody 
bul the Countess did—that in com- 
pany his attentions were directed, 
not to the younyer and more at- 
tractive ladies, but to the wealthy, 
Tu another widow of homely looks, 
but of great fortune, Mrs. Blunt, 
he was almost us affectionate in his 
manner as towards his betrothed, 
Before she had watched him long, 
Lady Mary became convineed th. 
he was nothing more nor less than 
an unprincipled fortune-hunter, 
Under these corcumstances she 
had little difleuliy in persuading 
herself that it was her duty to break 
off the engagement; and she was re- 
solved it should be broken off. As 
to the means she felt no scruples, If 
she could find any, be thev fair or 
foul, she would willingly use thei. 


For sometime «il her observation | 


andull her ingenuity were unsue- 


cessful, The eource of the engaged | 


Ran 


couple's love was, on the whole runn- 


ine very smoth. The Dowags r was! 


as warm and constant in her uffee- 
tion lor Mr, Coningsby as ever; and 
ifhe seemed secures ly 80 atientive us 
ut first, he could hardly be consid- 
ered negligent, Formerly he came 
ilinost every day to lurch, and not 
lutrequently after he lett the theatre 
he would sup with them, while now 
he thought two or three visits in the 
course of the week quite sufficient. 
This inattention evidently annoyed | 
und ularmed the Countess. She 
seemed to suspect that some one else 
was making advances to him, and 
she was therefore naturally anxious 
to have the marriage hurried on, So 
it was clear that it lady Mary wanted 


to prevent it, she must take some} 


decisive step without delay. 


Though not so regular in visiting | 


as formerly, Mr, Coningsby was still 
very attentive in writing to his be- 
trotled. Every Mmoriny, a8 sure us 
the sun, came a littie note to her 


from lim. Ludy Mary sometimes, | 


in her mother's absence, made voy- 


, ' 
ages ol discovery into her apart-| 


jout, She waited uneasily until the 


on one of Unees that a device occur. 
red toher which might, she con- 


sidered, ifcarried out well, put an} 


end to the match she so hated. Tt 
was to be worked by means of a 
false note. She would write a letter 
purporting to be from Mr. Gonings- 
by to some lady of the ballet, and 
direct it to the Dowager. In the 
morning it Would arrive by the same 
post as his letter, She, through 
whose hands all the letters by the 
early posts passed before reaching 
the Countess, could retain the real 


diffic sulty in guessing gwh at she was 
writing about. She felt so uncom. 
fortable that she could no longer re 
iain in the house. So, atter lunch, 
on the plea of having some purchases 
to make, she spent a considerable 
time driving about rather aimlessly, 

When she returned—it was about 
six o'clock—she noticed that the 
household was in an excited state,and 
she soon leaned the cause: The 
Countess, atter writing and sending 
(one for Mr, Coningsby and the 
other for Mrs. Blunt), had become 


letter and allow the forged one to f0/ so ill that the brrtler had felt it his 
to her mother instead. The latter, | duty to send for the family physician, 


if the note was ingeniously written, 
would at once conclude that Mr. 


Dr. Killen. That gentleman was 
now with her, and they were waiting 


Coningsby, when he was writing to] to hear nis report 


her, had also written to an humbler 
love, and, by mistake, had enclosed} 
the wrong note in the envelope nd- 
dressed to her. If she could but do 
this without discovery, Lady Mary 
was ceitain the match would be at 
anend. She knew how jea’ous her 
mother was, how easily her vanity 
was hurt. The rage and indignation 
she would feel at his supposed du- 
plicity and contempt for her would 
soon putanend to her love. The 
only objection was that it was an ex-| 
tremely dangerous undertaking. I1| 
it were discovered there would be a 
incurable breacl h betwee n hie thats 7 
and herself. At the same time 1! 
the letter were addressed to “Tottie” 
or * Lottie,” or some such common 
name, it would be difficult for M>.. 
Coningsby to chow that it was a 


assertion, which Lady Scilly was! 
scarcely likely to believe. At any | 
rate, Lady Marv determined to] 
trv it, 

Next day she spe sent several hours | 
writing a letter which might pass | 


for one of Mr, Coningsby’s. She| 


p oplé's handwriting, and before she | 
had practised very long, she had 
written some lines which it wonld 
have taken a very clever expert to 
iave said were not his work. She 
then composed the following note: 

Deanrst Torrm,—I am sorry 1 shall 
not be able to call on you to-morrow night, 
as I have to pay iny respects to the ole 
gold-bag 1 am going to marry. She is 
getting rather disconsolate of late at my 
ne, wlig rence, and so | have to. console the 
poor old thing. After marriage it will be 
different. It is late. | am extremely 
tired an dl have to write toher. So good- 
bye,my !itt!+ fairy.—Your own 

UBORGIE, 

As she knew Mr. Coningsby was 
tosup with them the following even- 
ing, she took the opportunity that 
might when returning from a ball to} 
post her own production, 

Next morning while the Countess, 
who since their quarrel seldom came 
down tor breakfast, was still in her 
bedroom, the forged letter and one 
trom Mr. Coningsby arrived, Lady 
Mary received them with a score ct 
others, butso well had she immitated 
Mr. Coningsby’s writing, that for a 


moment she was placed in some difli- 
culty. ihe could sc aicely distinguish 
her own from his. She remembered 
that the envelope she used had a pe- 
culiar watermark, and holding up 
the one letter between her and the} 
light, she noted this peculiarity, and 
thus settled any doubt she had. Re- 
taining the other letter, s she g rave the 
forged one to Lady Seiliy’s maid. 
Lady Mary then hurnedly locked up 
the purloined note. She was glad 
the handwritings were so ideutical. | 
It she herself found some diiliculty 
in distinguishing them, surely her 
mother would never sispect forgery. | 


, ; | 
She had hardly got the letter secre-? + 
4 


ted when Lady Seilly’s maid returned 
| 


to her, pale and frightened looking. 


’ 


“Oh, my lady,” she cried, “her 

ladyship has taken ill. 1 think she's 

in liysterics, Will your ladyship 
please sce her 

‘Tas she sent for me?” asked | 
Lady Mary, very much seared, 

“No, my lady,” answered the maid 

Then ask herit [may come. I 
don’t like to intrude on her without 
her permission,” 

The tact was, Lady Mary was not 
at all anxious to see her mother | 
Her guilty conscience had already 
begun to trouble her; and she was| 
afraid that if she went just then 
into her mother’s presence, her crime | 
would in some way er other come 


maid returned, which she did not do} 
fora considerable time; and then, 
by the Countess’s direction, she in- 


formed Lady Mary that her ladyship 
" 


was much better, and did not wish | 


to see her just at present—news 


a jittle. 


In about an hour, Lady Seilly’s} 


maid again came to her to tell her 


that Ler ladyship would not be} 


ship's case will prove-—— 


which eased Lady Mary's wind not! 


| down that day to lunch ; and, in re- 
ply to inquires, said that the invwallid 


ments, in order to study these pro- 


duetions, It was while engaged | 


was much better end engaged in 


writing. Lady Mary had 


Lady Mary was horrified by this 
intelligence. Her mother was, it 
seemed, serioasly, it might be dan- 
gerously, ill,and that illness was 


caused by her act—an act, as she had | 


now to confess to herself, done, not 
lor her mother’s, but for her own in- 
terests. What would she do if the 
Countess died 2? Would she not be 
ner murderess 2 The thought was 


j terrible beyond expression. How 


on no account to mention this, or to| 
let it be reterred to in the Countess’ | 


hearing. We did not know what 


the shock was which caused her jl). " Gall At J f\ C cay 
ness, but it was clear from her ¢ 


marks when delirous that it was} 
somqtuing about Mr. Coningsby. 

* Yes,” answered Lady Mary, but | 
in such an absent-minded manner 
that Dr. Killen, with an annoyed 
air, bade her good day, and went 
away. 

When Lady Mary returned to the 


sick room, the Countess had fallen 


quietness for reflection. She now| 
remembered that her mother, when 
she received the forged letter, had | 


written both to Mr. Coningsby and | 


Mrs. to Blunt. There was nothing | 


in the letter she sent to indica‘e that | 


it was written to Mrs. Blunt —in fact, | 


ifcould hardly seem to be. Was it 
merely by chance that her mother 
had set it down as intended for Mrs. 


Blunt ? Orhad she some private| 


information of the way things were 


tending ii that qnarter ? One thing | 


was certain, the cause ot Mr. Con- 
ingsby’s not replying to her moth- 


she bewailed her stupid anger !/ ers charge Was now eyident; on 


Torn with regret and fear, too con-| 


consideration, he had doubtless con- 


svience-stricken to venture into her | cluded that Mrs. Blount was a bet- 


mother’s presence, she waited in| ier catch than the Countess. 


agony at the bed-room door until! 


Dr. Killen came out. 


While Lady Mary was engaged in 


these reflections her mother awoke. | 


* Ol} doctor,” she said, when he at | She had been free from delirium for 


lust itj peared, “is she seriously 


* Yes, Lady Mary,” replied the doc- 


tor; “very seriously, I am afraid. | 


She must have suffered a ‘terrible 


shock ot some kind or another. It} 


seems as if she were going to have 


| brain fever.” 


* Brain fever! Is that very dan- 
gerous 2?” 


‘ Very,’ replied the doctor in al 
had a pretty turn forimitating other | solemn tone. “And I don’t think | 


it me¢ht to conceal from you, Lady 


| Mary, that I greatly fear her lady- 


” 


While the doctor was speaking, 
Lady Mary stood gazing at him with 
udazed look, Suddenly, before he 


could eatch her, she fell fainting at} 


his feet, 

It seemed likely enough for a time 
that Lady Mary would soon be sut- 
fering from brain fever as well as the 


Countess, She was certainly scarcely 


in her right mind tor several days ; 
but fortunately as her mother grew 
worse she grew better. Before a 
week was over she had, as if by a 


superhuman effert of will, thrown 
of her illness; and she insisted, 
agai ust Dr, Killen’s strongesi remon- 
strances, in nursing her now  delir- 
ous mother, 


Lady Mary had not the reputation’ 


of being a very dutiful or affectionate 
daughter. All her friends had seen 
or heard how she again and again 


had annoyed or shocked her poor 


mother by her wilfulness or her bit- 
ter tongue. But now she exerted 
herself in hercare in away almost 
beyond belief. Dav and night saw 
her by the sick-bed, watching and 
tending the sufferer with an indefa- 
tigable tenderness. People were 
surprised to find her capable of such 


devotion, 


As long as it was uncertain 
whether the Countess would live 


through the illness or not, Lady 


Mary thought little of anything else, 


but when the crisis wasover, and the 


patient was once more conscious, she 
began to wonder how it was that 
Mr. Coningsby had not eslled or 
.itten to her mother ever since 
that eventful merning. It was 
strange that he should bear so calmly 


}a false charge, which dealt such al 


blow to lis prospects. She nad re- 
solyed that when her mother was sut- 
ficiently recovered, she would confess 


to her everythsng and absolve the | 


young actor from the charge. But 
now, as she pondered over his uction, 
she felt inclined to change her reso- 


lution. It was plaln that he was | 


either glad of an excuse lor breaking 
off the engagement, or was actually 
carrytug on an illicit correspondence 
in which he iwasived he had been 
discovered. In either case, it weuld 
be a emall kindness to her mother to| 
bring ‘im and her again together. 


Ons day Dr, Willen, after he bad 


examined his patient and pronounced | 
her to be progressing in the mest} 


satisfactory manner, on leaving the 
: £ 


room, motioned to Lady Mary to tol-| 
low him. Whenshe went out, he! 


said to her: 

‘I suppose you have heard of Mr. 
Coningsby ?” 

* No, doctor,” she answered eag- 
erly. “ What isit ?” 

*Well, he’s engaged to Mrs. 
Blunt,” said the doctor, 

* To Mrs. Blunt,” exclaimed Lady 


| Mary. 


> Yes. Now the reason I asked | 


little} you to come out was to eaution you 
1] 


some days past, and had noticed, and 
been greatly touched by, the devo- 
tion of kerdaughter. Ail traces of 
their quarrel were gone, and mother 
and daughter were on more affection- 
ate and confidential terms than they 
had been since Lady Mary was a 


child. Though, by the sad, regretful 


expression that oceasionally passed 


over the Countess’ face, Lady Mary 
knew she was thinking of her lost 
lover and of the letter whieh had 
caused her such pain, neither had al- 
luded once to the subject. On this 


occasion, however, the Countess end-| 


denly turned to her daughter and 
said : 

* Have yon heard anything of Mr. 
Coningsby lately 2” 


* Not much, mamma,” answered | 
Lady Mary vaguely, and in an em- 
: : 


barrassed sort of way. 

“ Has his engagement with Mrs, 
Blunt been announced yet 2?” asked 
the Countess. 

“Lady Mary started, How did 


she know of his engagement 2? Was 50, re lere) Ibs, Potatoes, 


it merely an inference from some in-| 
formation she had before her illness ? | 


Or was it a delusion of her delirium 


|still remaining with her ? Lady | 


Mary would have given the world to 


have asked her one or two questions ; | 


but, remen bering the doctor’s orders, 


she bent over her and, kisang her, 
said : 
* Mamma, dear, you should not salty 
think of these things. hey are all] 
past now, Mr, Coningsby will, i'm 
sure, be here before long to see you.’ 


* Never!” exclaimed the Coun- 


tess with strong vehemence. * Never 


with my consent. He is a mean ad- 


venturer—a foctune-hunter of the 
lowest kind, I always suspected 


much, but T wilfully blinded mye self. 


And I never thought he would he so! 
cold-blooded. Mrs. Blunt may have 
| bim with all my heart.” 

Lady Mary was frightened at her | 
mother’s passion. She endeavoured | 


to calm her and to turn her thoughts 
to some other subject. For a time 
she failed, and the Countess contin- 


ued talking in broken and passionate | 


phrases ; but she was very weak, and 


soon became exhausted, Lady Mary, | 
who for some time feared that the | 
fever had returned, breathed freely 


once more when she saw her sink 
back into asound and quiet sleep. 
That night, Lady Mary went back 


| to her own bedroom, to slee p there | Books, Stationery, 
Cigarettes, Tobaccos, 


and Borders 


for the first time since she left it to 
nurse her mother. The return to 


| her old ways induced her to reflect 


on all she had vecently gone through. 
In the midst of ber meditation she 
suddenly remembered that the letter 
she had stopped in transmission lay 
in that yoom locked up where she 


placed it ou the day she perpetrated 


| the iraud, She took it out to de trey 
it. Whenshe saw it, and thought 
of all the suffering it had caused, of 
the long days and sleepless nights 
of fruitless repentance and painful 
watchiny, ot the weeks of sickness, 
when the shawdow of death seemed 
to be over the house, and when she 
feared every moment would make 
her a matricide, she had hardly the 


;courage to touch it. She had in- 


tended to tear it up without looking 
at it; but astrange curivsity posses- 
sed her to read the !ast of her moth- 
er's love-letters, and, with trembling 


hands , she opened it. W hen she| 


glanced at the contents she turned 


ghastly pale, and « moment! 


afterwards burst into bitter and 

almost hysterical laughter. The note 

she had stopped was her ewn. 
~{ Lendon Trath. 


And see his large stock of 


“Watches, Clocks & den 


best stockin CALGARY, and at price 


asleep, and so she had both time and | Watches, Clocks & Jowellry Repaired on Short Notice, 
SATISFACTION 


GUARANTEED 


Furnishings, and | 


Ready Made Clothing. 


* THE LATEST STYLES. 
Suits Made to Order and Perfect Fit Gu 
West End, 


Stephen Avenue, 


Dry Goods ! 


Furnishing 
Caps, Fancy Goods. &c 


Ciothing 


We are showing the largest and finest assort 
r g 2 
2 W Come and examine for yourself, 


Calg gary Dry Goods House, = 


S. FREEZE, 


ATLANTIC AVENUE, CALGARY. 


Law STOO! 
25,000 Ibs. 
Turnips, Green Apples and Onions. 


COAL OIL. 


---Wholeeale and Retail.--=- 


STATIONERS 


- THOMSON BROTHERS’ 


BOOKSTORE. 
is THE PLACE 


TO BUY 


Our Patterns and prices say 80. 


Ladies’ Hand Satchels. 


Notman’s Views of the Mountains in a few days. 


THOMSON BROS., Sell Choavn. 


We have just opened a nice line of 


ar anne ADT 
MEUKUL he Pee WERE, 


lias removed ils 


aS Fruit & Confectionory 


STOR H 


‘ . 
Nephen Avenue ! 
Aud is receiving, by each train, coneignmente of 
‘\Oeaeaee 
Lemmons, 


| Grapes And 


resrupsteniguietenin | eteahitens age: ! 


MURPHY & MARTIN, 


Merchant Tailors and Dealers in 


Manuf ied onthe premises every day. 


GEORGE MURDOCH, 
Harness Manufacturer! 


And General Dealer ts 


| SADDLERY, 
Pack Saddles, &e. 


} 


nteed. | Atiantic Avenue, Calgary, 
| 


| Repairing Promptly Attended to 


T _ LIVERY AND ) STAGE 


Qe t.8 
| Stanic. 


The subscriber deeires to intimate to the pub. 
lic that the ave leased 


Gion's Stoble. Gtephon Avenue, 


And will keep constantly n hend the very beet 
Hay and Gra s 


Good Stylish Rigs, 


| with or wilbont drivere, farniehed at reasonable 
“aa 


‘Cummings & Allen. 


ie AGTFTS 


| Livery, Sale and Feed Sable, 
i**Stephen Avenue-- 


CAUe.| A. G. McDONALD, Proprietor. 


from Cal 
furnished 


gest es LINE. 


‘Passenger and Express 
Calgary and Fort 
NicLeod. 


Leaving Calgary on Monday and Thursday 


at 9 a.m, arriving at Fort McLeod or 
l'uesaays and Fridays, 


| Leaving Fort McLeod on Monday and 
| Thursd at 9a, 


1.m., arriving at Cal- 
ary on Tuesday and Friday, 


For fnrther particulars apply te 


| KING & COMPANY, 


1 WHDER & coma, 


LUMBER, 


Frank Dick 


Dealer in 


‘Lumber, § Shingles, Lath, Sash, Boors, 
Mouldings, Building Paper, &e 


Office and Yard, rear of 


| Rear of A. C. SPARROW’'S Bute nal Bop, 


Stephen Avenue 


Linton’s Bookstore 


Faney Goods, Ci 


Papers 
|The latest Papers, Magazines, Novels Always on Zand, 


Cc. Linton, 


2nd Door East of Royal Hotel. 


James 


BUTCHERS. 


Beef, Beef, Beef !|4-. ©. os 


WHOLESALE, 


SHOICE BEEF Stock o or Beef C sattle 


REASONABLE 


C, SPARROW, 


Wholesale Butcher, 


‘Calgary, N.W. T.' 


Meat Market on Stephen 


Avenue, One Door West 
Martin Brothers. 


») Beef and other Meats in season 
and Retail, at otom pi 
A U parties along the CPL 
| revolve pro mu S attenti ou 


Siocs branded det 2 on left elde. 


BOW RIVER MILES ! 


CALGARY. 
Padmore, Silver City, 


LUNWIBER ! 


| Shingle Mills, 
| And Lath Mille 


sof Timber, Lumber, Lech, Shingles, 
looring, &¢., &c., kept in stock 


Doors. Windows, & Builders Supplies 


Estimates given and omtractse taken fur al! kiade 


Engineering & Architeetaral Werk. 
Facilities Uebeunded fer the rapid eresiion ef 


Dwellings, 
Pores, 
Warehouses, 
Public Buildings. 
Briages, &e, 


Brick, Lime, Stone, 
a Coai, 
CORDWOOD ! 


Oifice, Stephen Aveuve Basi, 


‘| James Walker. 
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